
Kulananda Tantra 

Siddhas and devatas become pleased with the colour red used in worship and given in knowledge - 

Kaulajnananirnaya XI, 35  

Like the Akulavira Tantra, this text is also ascribed to Matsyendranath, described in the colophon as 

Matsyendra Pada. This tantra was also published in Bagchi's original Kaulajnananirnaya of the School of 

Matsyendranath, but omitted from the edition published by Prachya Prakashan in 1986. Bagchi found the 

text in the Darbar Library, No.135 and says it is transcribed in Newari script.  

This text is, however, briefer than the Akulavira at only 60 verses, with a few lacunae and omissions 

marked with asterisks ***. We suspect the worst here - that these are verses with sexual content and which 

Bagchi has chosen to leave out. The tantra follows a more familiar tantrik pattern, with information about 

the chakras, the granthis, and piercing the chakras. Opening with the salutation OM namo bhairavaaya, the 

first four verses describe a familiar scene on Kailasa mountain, where Devadeva, the world guru, is 

questioned by Uma Devi. However, she wants to know about practices and methods relating to the 

destruction of old age and death, of samarasa, and of techniques and results of the siddhas, many of which 

are described in the Kaulajnananirnaya. The text is given below in iTrans format.  

In verses seven to 16, Bhairava describes the place of the supreme where a sadhaka should meditate, as 

well as the heart lotus and the granthis, or knots. Devi asks him about piercing (bheda) these, as he has not 

spoken of them before.  

In reply, Bhairava (vv 18-23), begins by describing the Brahmasthana lotus, which he says has 64 petals, 

and follows with descriptions of other lotuses including the brow lotus between the two eyes, which 

appears, although the reading is unclear, to conquer time, as well as giving the ability to see and hear things 

going on at a distance.  

In verse 24, Devi asks about removing wrinkles and decay. Bhairava says (vv 25-34) that while this 

knowledge is hard to get even for the gods, he will speak of it. A 32 petal lotus exists in the head, and there 

one should meditate on nectar, made up of the 16 kalas of the Moon, which one should cause to fall to the 

heart, and then towards the navel chakras. Meditating on the nectar as black in colour, it removes wrinkles 

and the like within the space of a month, he declares. Another method, he says, involves meditating on the 

place of 64 petals (described above), the place which is the abode of all the gods. Meditating here destroys 

the effect of poison, fever and disease. Another method, says Bhairava, seems to be a meditation on 

junction places, which appear to be situated in the head, the place of Urdhva Shakti, as bright as millions 

upon millions of fires.  

The goddess asks, in verse 35, about methods called dhunanam and kampanam, practices which are often 

referred to in the Kaulajnananirnaya. Bhairava replies at some length on these and other topics (vv 36-54). 

These siddhis seem to be achieved by meditating on the Mahavaha Nadi, described as situated in the 

kuchelya, which may be the same as the bankhnala (see Gorakhbodh). There is a lacuna in the next verse 

which refers to the heart chakra and the Tivrachakra. Meditating here bestows dhunanam and kampanam 

siddhis. In verse 38, Bhairava speaks of khechara. Shakti has the appearance of a coiled serpent (kundalya). 

When she reaches the head, it produces khechara siddha. Bhairava then describes a process involving five 

svaras or syllables, which a sadhaka is to meditate on concentratedly. Another meditation on the vayus is 

described.  

The state of samarasa is described towards the close of this brief text. Here one is to meditate on Devi as 

abhava, free of all distinctions. The methods outlined in the tantra, he concludes not only give the ability to 

see and hear at a distance, but allows yogis to enter other's bodies. A translation of this text is on our to-do 

list. 



k…lanNdtÙm! 

` nmae ÉErvay 

kElasizorasIn< devdev jgÌ‚ém!, 

pirp&CDTyumadevI @kaNte }anmuÄmm!. 1. 

ÉedinmuÄmÉed< ywa dehVyviSwtm!, 

kwySv puraÉed< k…lanNde;u caeÄmm!. 2. 

SwanaNtrivze;[ iv}an< kwySv me, 

s*> àTykark< ywa dehe VyviSwtm!. 3. 

pazStaeÉÂ bexnÂ xUnn< kMpn< tw, 

oecr< smrsÂEv blIpiltnaznm!. 

sVv¡ tÄu sureñr kwySv mm àÉae. 4. 

ÉErv %vac 

z&[u deiv àvúyaim purÉed< smuÄmm!, 

@tt! kaEilk< }an< k…lanNde caòaeÄm>. 5. 

äüSwane yt! kml< ctu>;iódlaiNvtm!, 

tÇEv mnsa raeXy l]yeÎIpizoan! ìtI. 6. 

pZyit sVvRdehe tu idVy†iòvRranne, 

ten li]tmaÇe[ jayte isiÏéÄma. 7. 

tSyaepir naiÉçdvda [?] ivc][e, 



twa caepiritóit devae ÉErvae jgt!àÉu>. 8. 

tSya¢e mnsaraePy †FÉUtivc][a>, 

jayte XviniÉjaRit< tÇ méiÖze;t>. 9. 

@tdœ iv}anmaÇe[ Aave;< juéte Øuvm!, 

jayte prm< Swan< naÇ kaYyRivcar[at!. 10. 

AwaNy< prm< deiv s*> àTyakarkm!, 

t< àvúyaim he deiv z&[u:vaytlaecne. 11. 

A¼‚LyiÖity< deiv yt! pUVv¡ kiwt< mya, 

tÇEv SwapyeiÖÄ< kiwt< jayte Øuvm!. 12. 

AtItanagtÂEv vÄRman< twEv c, 

tÇEvaet!padyet! s&iò< itìJyaeit>smk«it>. 13. 

ùids<Swkml< ihTva mUi×R yan! àpUryet!, 

pazStaeÉ< kraeTyev< yid ivïmte mn>. 14. 

AwaNy< pr< deiv idVy†iò àvÄRte, 

JvlJvalnmXySw< iÖj¢iNw inrI]yet!. 15. 

tÇEv mnsa raeXy cUilka¢Ntu manyet! pun>, 

s&iò< àvÄRNte deiv naÇ kaYyRivcar[at!. 16. 

deVyuvac 

tÓexÂ zuÏsarÂ iht< mya n àkaiztm!, 



kwYSv ivze;[ ywa janaim tt!][at!. 17. 

ÉErv %vac 

z&[u deiv àvúyaim bexsar< ywa³mm!, 

äüSwane...pÒ< ctu>;iòdlaiNvtm!. 18. 

tÇEvaet!padyet! s&iò> d{fakarai¶tejsa, 

ÉediyTva mha¢iNw< iÖc³Â twEv c. 19. 

mUi×¡ kmls<Swan< Jvlnakar< ivicNtyet!, 

clNt< æamyeÄen inyt< tu mihtle. 20. 

bexye igirv&]ai[ ik< pun> ]uÔjNtv>, 

AwaNy< prm< deiv iv}an< ÉÔk< z&[u. 21. 

æuvaeí]umRXySw< c kalavuna [?] .... ivicNtyet!, 

yaviÖïmte inTy< æmte c³vt! izr>. 22. 

Êraïv[iv}an< ÉUtdetSy [?] icNtyet!, 

vamôaet< tu yavt! itìtejsmàÉm!. 23. 

deVyuvac 

blIpilt]y< dev Tvya Oyat< mma¢t>, 

@tNme s<zyae dev kwySv mm àÉae. 24. 

ÉErv %vac 

z&[u deiv àvúyaim yt! sura[amip Ê‘RÉm!  



ÖaiÇ<zitdl< pÒ< itóit tNmUi×R mXyt>. 25. 

tÇEv Éavyedm&t< kla;aefzsmiNvtm!, 

ù½³< patyeÖar< [?] yavdanaiâm{flm!. 26. 

icNtyet! k«:[v[RÂ Éed< tu skl< pur>, 

piltaStMÉyeÎeiv masmeken suìte. 27. 

AwaNy< prm< deiv guýs<zyiSwitkarkm!, 

yÇ ctu:pwSwan< tÇ sVvaRsuralym!. 28. 

tÇEv Swapyei½t< idVybalàvÄRt [?], 

Aïuta< vdte bala<....idVy vranne. 29. 

iv;àhar< k…éte JvrVyaix< ivnazyet!, 

tt> prtr< Swan< tÇ sVveR àvÄRte. 30. 

AwaNy< prm< deiv Êrabex< vdaMyhm!, 

JvlJJvlns<XySw< tÇEv l]yeÎeiv. 31. 

t< iÇtkaeiqsmàÉa ^Xv¡ zi´ inpataNyt> [?], 

bexyeiÖc][> bexiyTva tu t< l]yet!. 32. 

JvlnakaóàÉa< %XvRzi <́ c³iyTv Acl< æamyet! pun> [?] 

bexyet! sa mn>shöai[ smkain tu ka kwa. 33. 

@v< }aTva vIraraehe ivcret ywasuom!, 

devasumRnujana< ÊlRÉae Évit saxk>. 34. 



deVyuvac 

xUnn< kMpn< dev ywaOyat< mma¢t>, 

ttíaip s<zyae dev kwySv mm àÉae. 35. 

ÉErv %vac 

z&[u deiv àvúyaim xUnn< kMpn< iSwtm!, 

ya sa mhavha nafI k…ceLyakars<iSwta. 36. 

tÇEvaet!padyet! †iòÎR{fakarsutejsa, 

ù½³... ... ... itìzi´ suiv¢ha. 37. 

xUnn< kMpn< cEv naÇ kaYyRivcar[at!, 

AwaNy< prm< deiv oecrTv< z&[u iàye. 38. 

ya sa mhavha na[fI] k…{fLyakars<iSwta, 

pdÖNÖgta sa tu mUi×RSw< kml< pun>. 39. 

ya vIrtye tJJvlnakar< suÉavyedœ bux>, 

sVvRzi´tae mXyt oecrTv ÉveÖe> nvahmÉ&t< ddEt> [?]. 40. 

AwaNy< sMàvúyaim mhaVyaiÝ< vranne, 

yavdœ...Swane;u Oyata tSy mya¢t>. 41. 

twEv mnsaraePy< nasa¢e pvnmanen, 

mns< tÅv bexiyTva in:kl< yaejyedœ bux>. 42. 

mhaVyaiÝÉRveÎeiv tvahmn&t< vdet!, 



AwaNy sMàvúyaim yen isiÏÉRvet! Øuvm!. 43. 

vgaRtItSy iÖtIymnulaem n suìte, 

JvlnaêF< k«Tva ctuw¡ Svrs<yut>. 44. 

ibNÊmStksiMÉÚmadaE yaejyedœ bux>, 

vgaRtIt< pundeRiv ;:tSvrivÉUi;t>. 45. 

s izoe oribNÊs<yú < yaegyeÎeiv tt! pun>, 

ykarSy pÂm< g&ý< t< t&tIySvrsmiNvtm!. 46. 

Svr< iÖtIys<yú < karyet! pun> iày>, 

vgRSy àwm< bIj< s&òra*tae yaejyet!. 47. 

@tÎeiv smaOyat< k…liv*asmiNvtm!, 

inTy< tu yaejyeÎeiv @kicÄStu pi{ft>. 48. 

tSy sVvaR Évet! isiÏ> sVvR}ne;u suNdir, 

n oedyaim kSy icÄ< iz:ye=Pyu®va vranne. 49. 

AwaNy< prm< deiv kamen ivþlarkm!, 

ÉSy mXySw Égmxae ÷taznm!. 50. 

àeirt> pvn> z®ya Jvlnakartejsa, 

ivsNtu icNtyeÎeiv s&iòkmlNtu yavt!. 51. 

ïv[< icNtyedm&t< tejaemageR[ yaeigin, 

ÉviNt ivþla naYyR> ]nmeken suìte. 52. 



AwaNy< prm< deiv )lpu:Aakwn< c, 

z&[uyat! pmaRdeiv A"aeriv³ma. 53. 

Aak;Ryedœ bu"ae vayu< ip{fSw< êp[muCyte, 

c]u;a yaejyeÎeiv )lpu:pNtu icNtyet!, 

tejsakR;Ryet! tu...icÄ< susYyRt>. 54. 

deVyuvac 

sVvRÇ tu mya }an< Éai;t< dev tt! pura, 

A*aip s<zyae deiv kwySv mm àÉae, 

s<gmaNmae]hetuk<  *** *** . 55. 

ÉErv %vac 

z&[u deiv àvúyaim tt! surErip ÊlRÉm! 

Aasn< tu iSwt< Tva...ivñ Ainv&Ä>. 56. 

AÉav< ÉavyeÎeiv sVvRÉavivvi¾Rtm!, 

icÄ< tÇ iSwt< k«Tva omXye ivinyaejyet!. 57. 

Éavyet! smrs< deiv àÉuÉ&Ty< ivc][>, 

@tiÖ}anmaÇe[ igyte tÇ mXyt>. 58. 

Ëraïv[iv}an< bexStaeÉ< mXyt>, 

Aave;< dzRn< Ërat! kMpStaeÉ< twEv c. 59. 

prkayàvezen sMàvÄeRt yaeign>, 



... ... ...td_yasen suìte. 60. 

#it mTSyeNÔ-padavtairt< k…lanNd< smaÝimit. zuÉmStu sVvRjgtam! 


